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Should there be a cut-off age for "kids" who trick-or-treat for candy?

Most of us love candy and who can resist free candy? Many kids love to Halloween for this reason. Of course being able to dress up as some hideous beast or a pretty ballerina is another reason this holiday is loved. Many parents or older siblings take children out trick o treating. This is fine, but because candy is expensive not everyone should expect free candy. This is why there should be an age limit for kids who get candy.

Anyone who is old enough to work should not expect to get free candy on Halloween or any day. No matter how cool your costume may be if you are sixteen years or older you should not get candy when you go trick o treating. If someone is nice enough to offer you candy even though you're older that is fine. However it should not be expected. Candy should not be given to mischievous kids such as kids that throw pumpkins, play mean tricks on animals, kids or people in general. These things should not be rewarded.

It is ridiculous and selfish for a person who can drive and make money for themselves to take advantage of others because it is a holiday. If the older people want candy they should buy it themselves or have some sort of party where everyone brings candy that can be shared. A small child can't work or provide for themselves. That is part of the fun in trick o treating. They get to dress up and get a free treat just for looking cute. When you reach a certain age it is no longer cute to dress up as a bunny or a ballerina. It just looks funny. Of course that shouldn't stop a person from dressing up just for fun, but a sixteen year old or an adult coming to a door dressed as a bunny hoping someone will think they look cute enough to give them free candy is just ridiculous. Maybe a person might laugh and think they deserved candy just for the entertainment, but this should not be expected.

Many people have stopped giving out candy because there are too many big kids wanting it. A lot of those kids are greedy and even take candy from the little ones. This is not fair. Sharing is fine, but stealing is wrong. Taking advantage of people is wrong too. The point is yes there should be an age limit for trick or treaters.
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Should there be a cut-off age for "kids" who trick-or-treat for candy?
Second only to Christmas and birthdays, Halloween has always been my favorite event. More than the parties, costumes, and candy, the act of trick-or-treating, for me, is the highlight of the holiday. Till the age of 20, I have religiously filled my pillowcase with pounds of delicious tooth rotting sugar treats. At 16, I often got double takes from people when I shouted those three wonderful words, and by the time I reached adulthood, many people would ask my age, or even refuse to deliver the goods. Although generally people in my community found nothing wrong with me and my two friends trick-or-treating, there are still people out there that frown at teenagers uttering "trick or treat" To respond I have come up with 2 reasons why there should not be a cut off age for trick or treating.

Reason 1: Tradition

One of the main reasons that people find older people trick or treating as deplorable is because they feel it is traditional for only children to trick-or-treat. What they do not understand is that the origins of Trick or treating don't just stem down to children going door to door for sweets. In fact, the modern day Halloween tradition of tick-or-treating traces back to medieval times. On Hallowmas, poor people would participate in the practice of "souling", where they would go door to door receiving food in exchange for prayers for the dead. The concept of going door to door for candy is not even 100 years old, if people really want a truly "traditional" trick-or treat, not only should adults be allowed to participate, people would need to start handing out food instead of candy. If anyone tells you it's traditional for only the children to trick-or-treat, ask them why they aren't handing out food, or offering prayers to the dead.

Reason 2: Assistance for younger children

I recall taking my younger sister trick-or-treating when I was 17. She was too young to go out on her own, so we went out together to gather sweets. It was a fun and rewarding experience to hold out a bag online side her, after screaming trick or treat. If there were a cut off age for trick or treating (particularly one at 14 or younger) there would be a lot of younger siblings without responsible companions. Although it is ideal for parents to go with younger children, many are busy and cannot assist. If teenagers are not allowed to fill their bags, there is less incentive for them to assist younger trick-or-treaters, and it is very important to be with someone responsible on Halloween. 

I am now 22, and although I don't plan on filling a pillowcase this year, I still intend to go trick-or-treating for a few houses. Your only as old as you feel, you can never have too many years that you can't enjoy participating in the traditional festivities of your youth. For me, it just doesn't feel like Halloween if I don't chant those three wonderful words. 

"Trick or treat!"
