Pre-step…before sharing the song:  Hold a discussion about the potential that children hold at this point in their life. They can grow up to become absolutely anything they desire, they can dream about travel to exotic and faraway countries, they can fantasize about robots that clean their rooms, or they can envision playing the whole way through on their favorite video game without any cheats. The possibilities are endless when you are a child! Have the students fill the left side of this graphic organizer with these hopes and dreams for their future and share with one another.
Next, narrow the focus just a little bit. What if they had only 6 months left to live? How would these hopes and dreams change with that information? Discuss how their priorities would change and then--if you can--show the clip from Randy Pausch’s interview with Diane Sawyer. Discuss Randy’s speech, his attitude about his loved ones and believing in yourself. Have the students fill in the center section (The Bucket List section) of the graphic organizer and share with one another. The clip (from You-Tube) is posted below; if you can't see anything in the space below because you're at a computer that blocks You-Tube videos, you can download the video to a home computer, then use a program like ___ to save the video to your iPod and show it directly from there to your class. 

Finally, explain to the students that they'll need to imagine they have only one day left. Hold a discussion and talk about the truly important things in life; family, friends, memories, etc. and write these things on the board.

Step one…sharing the mentor texts:   Give the students a copy of the lyrics to If Today Was Your Last Day, and tell them to listen for the important things in the song. After listening to the song once, have them go back and highlight the important things as well as the advice about how to spend your last day. Listen to the song again and have students decide who the audience is for this song. Accept any reasonable answer. 

Read aloud pages 69-72 of The Last Lecture. Point out that this chapter was about a specific memory that Randy Pausch held close to his heart. Hold a discussion about the types of specific memories that could be included in a letter (a sporting event, vacations, special events, attempts and/or successes with cooking, to name a few) and write these on the board. Share a specific event of your own to model narrowing the focus. Also, point out that the chapter you read aloud was short and focused on a single memory. Explain that their voice will really shine through if they are not trying to jam 14 years of experiences into a single page!
Students can now fill in the point of the arrow on the graphic organizer and begin a rough draft of their letter.

Step three…thinking, talking, and pre-writing:  If students are struggling to get started, I have them talk individually to me about achievements and special moments to get them thinking about their importance inside the family unit. I also remind them that this letter can be addressed to only one person, so they need to concentrate on their audience and saying things that this person can relate to and care about.

Although I don’t require it, I also encourage my students to share their piece with the addressee. I’ve gotten several phone calls and e-mails from parents thanking me for the assignment and letting me know that they had no idea how much their child cared about them.
Step four (revising with specific trait language):   To promote response and revision to rough draft writing, attach WritingFix's Revision and Response Post-Its to your students' drafts.  Make sure the students rank their use of the trait-specific skills on the Post-Its, which means they'll only have one "1" and one "5."   Have them commit to ideas for revision based on their Post-It rankings.
